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3 Coordination Activities

https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/interoperability/e-pluribus-unum

“…Secretary Becerra has put into place a department-
wide management policy directing ONC to engage with 
HHS agencies to align and coordinate health IT-related 
activities in support of HHS health IT and interoperability 
goals.”

“…ONC to establish and oversee a consistent HHS-wide 
approach for: 1) incorporating standard health IT 
requirements language in all applicable HHS funding 
programs, contracts, and policies; and 2) providing direct 
ONC assistance to HHS agencies to maximize the use of 
HHS-approved standards and authorities (such as Section 
3004 of the Public Health Service Act) in their agency 
programs.”

https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/interoperability/e-pluribus-unum
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STAR HIE Program

• $5 million from the CARES Act (signed March 27, 2020), announced in two tranches:
• September 2020: $2.5 million to support 5 HIEs in creating services that benefit public health 

agencies.

• January 2021: Supplemental $2.5 million to support 17 HIEs (including 4 of the original 5 
recipients) to specifically support increased data sharing between immunization information 
systems and HIEs.

• Objectives:
• Build innovative health information exchange services that benefit public health agencies.

• Improve the health information exchange services available to support communities 
disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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STAR HIE Program

• Improved public health immunization 
interoperability by supporting public 
health agencies' ability to exchange 
health information during times of 
emergency (summarized in a May 2022 
ONC Buzz Blog post)

• Supported efforts to improve vaccination 
data sharing between jurisdictional 
Immunization Information Systems and 
HIEs (e.g., West Virginia Health 
Information Network discussed in Nov. 
2022 ONC Buzz Blog post)

• Earlier we heard from the Kansas Health 
Information Network (d/b/a KONZA), 
MyHealth Access Network (Oklahoma) 
and two of their public health partners 
who shared innovative health information 
exchange services that supported public 
health during the COVID-19 pandemic

https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/health-information-exchange-2/the-star-hie-program-shines
https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/public-health/star-hie-program-helps-unlock-powerful-public-health-data-in-west-virginia


6 TEFCA Update

• As of January 2023, the RCE had received 6 applications from prospective QHINs

• Approved applicants will next enter the onboarding process to potentially be designated as QHINs

• RCE and ONC continue to work on Standard Operating Procedures, including for the Payment and Health 
Care Operations and Public Health Exchange Purposes

• The RCE plans to facilitate a connectathon-style testing event(s) as a pilot of FHIR under TEFCA in       
Feb-Mar 2023

• Please visit the RCE’s website for resources and to sign up for announcements: RCE.SequoiaProject.org

https://rce.sequoiaproject.org/
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Timeline to Operationalize TEFCA

2021
• Public engagement
• Common Agreement Work Group 

sessions
• RCE and ONC use feedback to 

finalize TEFCA

Q3/Q4 2022
• Finalize initial SOPs
• QHIN application review
• Prepare for TEFCA FHIR-based 

exchange pilot

Q3/Q4 2023
• Additional QHIN applications processed
• Continue onboarding of initial QHINs
• Refine Common Agreement, SOPs, and QTF, 

including to support FHIR-based exchange

2021 Q1/Q2 2022 Q3/Q4 2022 Q1/Q2 2023 Q3/Q4 2023

Q1/Q2 of 2022
• Publish Common Agreement Version 1
• Publish QHIN Technical Framework (QTF) 

Version 1 and FHIR Roadmap
• Initiate work to enable FHIR-based exchange
• Public education and engagement

Q1/Q2 of 2023
• Public announcement: First Approved QHIN Applicants
• Onboarding of initial QHINs
• Additional QHIN applications processed
• Launch TEFCA FHIR-based exchange pilot
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Diversifying the PHIT Workforce

• Over $75 million awarded to increase the number of public health 
professionals trained, with a focus on recruiting from minority serving 
institutions (MSIs).

• Focused on an interdisciplinary approach to data science and managing 
public health information.

• Building the capacity of Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs) (such as 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), Tribal Colleges and 
Universities (TCUs), and Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs)), as well as 
other colleges and universities, to educate and diversify the public health 
workforce.

• Over four years, the PHIT Program awardees will train at least 4,000 
individuals. 

https://www.healthit.gov/PHIT

https://www.healthit.gov/PHIT


9 Public Health Informatics & Technology Workforce 
Development Program Recipients
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SDOH Information Exchange Learning Forum

• The Learning Forum brings together a wide 
range of partners to share lessons learned, 
promising practices, and challenges related to 
exchanging SDOH data.

• ONC convened a Technical Expert Panel in 
2021 on SDOH information exchange to 
develop a set of SDOH information exchange 
foundational elements (see figure).

• Five sessions held in 2022 covering the 
foundational elements. Recordings available 
at http://www.healthIT.gov/SDOH-Info-
Exchange-Learning-Forum

http://www.healthit.gov/SDOH-Info-Exchange-Learning-Forum


11 SDOH Information Exchange Learning Forum Engagement

• 2022 Learning Forum Sessions
• 2,422 live attendees and over 2,000 views of the recordings.

• Topics to Date: 
• Introduction to SDOH Information Exchange and the Learning Forum
• SDOH Information Exchange: Vision, Purpose, and Community Engagement
• SDOH Information Exchange: Governance
• SDOH Information Exchange: Technical Infrastructure and Interoperability
• SDOH Information Exchange: Policy and Funding

• What’s Next?
• Additional Learning Forum sessions in 2023 

• Release of the SDOH Information Exchange Toolkit in early 2023
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Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome Informational Resource

• Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome 
Informational Resource (NAS IR) supports 
pediatric care and practice settings specific to 
neonatal abstinence syndrome. 

• Builds upon prior work, including the ONC 
Pediatric Health Information Technology 
Informational Resources (IR) for health IT 
developers and for health care providers.

• Includes information about the implementation of 
health IT and its use as part of delivering health 
care to infants experiencing withdrawal after 
maternal exposure to opioids and other 
substances during pregnancy.

https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/page/2022-11/Pediatric%20NAS%20IR_2022.11.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/health-it-pediatric-care-and-practice-settings


13 Fall 2022 Unified Agenda

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202210&RIN=0955-AA03

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202210&RIN=0955-AA03


14 Fall 2022 Unified Agenda

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202210&RIN=0955-AA05

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202210&RIN=0955-AA05


15 Fall 2022 Unified Agenda

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202210&RIN=0955-AA06

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202210&RIN=0955-AA06


16 Fall 2022 Unified Agenda

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202210&RIN=0936-AA09

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202210&RIN=0936-AA09


17 Where Can You Find More Information?

Education & Outreach Resources
• https://www.healthit.gov/topic/information-blocking
• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
• Fact Sheets 
• Technical Assistance and Guides
• Webinars and Other Presentations 
• Health IT Buzz Blog
• Report Information Blocking Portal: 

healthit.gov/report-info-blocking
• Health IT Feedback and Inquiry Portal
• Information Blocking Portal Process
• Understanding Electronic Health Information (EHI) Fact Sheet
• ONC Speaker Request Form 

https://www.healthit.gov/speaker-request-form

https://www.healthit.gov/topic/information-blocking
https://healthit.gov/report-info-blocking
https://www.healthit.gov/cures/sites/default/files/cures/2021-11/Information-Blocking-Portal-Process.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/cures/sites/default/files/cures/2021-12/Understanding_EHI.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/speaker-request-form


18 What’s New in Educational Resources?

https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/healthit-certification/not-so-hidden-gems-in-the-21st-century-cures-act-final-rule-get-to-know-the-conditions-of-certification

https://www.healthit.gov/buzz-blog/healthit-certification/not-so-hidden-gems-in-the-21st-century-cures-act-final-rule-get-to-know-the-conditions-of-certification


19 What’s New in Educational Resources?

https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/page/2022-12/Communications_Condition_of_Cert_Fact-sheet_508.pdf



Contact ONC

Phone: 202-690-7151

Health IT Feedback Form: 
https://www.healthit.gov/form/
healthit-feedback-form

Twitter: @onc_healthIT

LinkedIn: Office of the National Coordinator for 
Health Information Technology

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC

Subscribe to our weekly eblast 
at healthit.gov for the latest updates!

https://twitter.com/onc_healthit
https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form
https://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-national-coordinator-for-health-information-technology/
https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form
https://twitter.com/onc_healthit
https://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-national-coordinator-for-health-information-technology/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC
https://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC
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