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What is the ISA?

• The Interoperability Standards Advisory (ISA) process represents the model by 
which the Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology 
(ONC) will coordinate the identification, assessment, and public awareness of 
interoperability standards and implementation specifications that can be used by 
the healthcare industry to address specific interoperability needs including, but 
not limited to, interoperability for clinical, public health, research and 
administrative purposes.

-About the ISA, available at https://www.healthit.gov/isa/about-isa
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https://www.healthit.gov/isa/about-isa
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How is the ISA used and By Whom?

• Stakeholders

• Developers of health IT 

• Implementers and users of health IT products 

• The ISA and its associated informative characteristics are 
available to help more fully inform policy and implementation 
efforts, including limitations, dependencies or preconditions for 
use. 
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Ongoing Process
• The web-based version of the ISA is updated 

frequently throughout the year, as new comments 
from stakeholders come in or as changes occur, 
with a call for review and comments in late 
Summer timeframe.

• ONC publishes a static “Reference Edition” of the 
ISA (PDF) each December or January that can be 
referenced in contracts, agreements, or as 
otherwise needed with certainty that the 
information will not change. 
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https://www.healthit.gov/isa/
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/sites/isa/files/inline-files/2022-ISA-Reference-Edition.pdf


6 Interoperability Standards Advisory (ISA) 
Structural Evolution: Key Milestones 2015-2022
10-Year Vision 

Paper 

Shared 
Nationwide 

Interoperability 
Roadmap

2016 
Reference 

Edition

2017 ISA 
(Reference 

Edition, Web)

2019 ISA 
(Reference 

Edition, Web)

2020 ISA 
(Reference 

Edition, Web)

2021 ISA 
(Reference 

Edition, Web)

2022 ISA 
(Reference 

Edition, Web)

• December 2015
• 80 pp, PDF
• Significant 

structural changes 
per two rounds of 
public comment, 
Health IT Standards 
Committee recs

• Interoperability 
Needs, 6 new ‘Best 
Available’ standards 
and implementation 
specification 
characteristics, 
Appendices Added

• Limitations, 
Dependencies, 
Preconditions & 
Value Sets 
subsections added to 
Interop Needs 

• Transport standards 
dropped per Health 
IT Standards 
Committee

• Shared 
Nationwide 
Interoperability 
Roadmap 
Version 1.0 Draft 
publishes, 
incorporates 
release of first 
draft ISA for 
public 
comment (Jan. 
2015)

• Shared 
Nationwide 
Interoperability 
Roadmap 
Version 1.0 
Final publishes 
(Oct. 2015)

• Second Draft 
ISA for public 
comment 
publishes (Aug. 
2015)

• 10-year Vision 
Paper to Achieve 
an Interoperable 
Health IT 
Infrastructure 
Publishes (June 
2014)

• 8th Annual 
Reference 
Edition releases 
January 2022

• 269 pp, PDF
• Additions to 

COVID-19, 
SDOH, SO/GI

Web Version
• Specialty 

Care/Settings 
page Added for 
SDOH-related 
Interoperability 
Needs (March 
2021)

• New subsection 
on COVID-19

• New Specialty 
Care and 
Settings tag for 
COVID-19 
Interoperability 
Needs

• Four Public 
Health 
Emergency 
Response 
Interoperability 
Needs

• CMS 
Web Version
• Linkage to 

USCDI, SVAP

• Streamlined 
Interoperability 
Need titles

• New 
Appendices:(i) 
Models & 
Profiles; (ii) 
State and Local 
Public Health 
Agencies

Web Version
• Specialty Care 

and Settings 
Tags (Pediatrics 
and Opioids) 
February 2019

• New RSS feed 
to track ISA 
updates in real-
time (2018)

• January 2017
• 92 pp, PDF
• Interactive Web 

Version Introduced
• Search Functionality 

by Interoperability 
Need

• ISA’s focus 
expanded to more 
explicitly include 
public health and 
health research 
interoperability

Web Version
• Administrative 

Section added late 
2017

• Four SDOH 
Interoperability 
Needs Added

• Care 
Coordination for 
Referrals, 
Clinical Notes, 
Cognitive Status 
Subsections 
Added

Web Version
• Redesigned for 

ease of use
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High Level ISA Structure
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• Section I: Vocabulary/Code Set/Terminology

• Section II: Content/Structure

• Section III: Services/Exchange

• Section IV: Administrative 

• Informational Appendices (4)

• Specialty Care and Settings Tags (4)
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Sample ISA Interoperability Need
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ISA Content – Specialty Care and Settings Tags
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Specialty Care and Settings Tag: Social Determinants 
of Health



11 ISA Publications: 2015-2022



12 Recent ISA Updates



13 Timeline & Comment Submission

• 2022 Reference Edition published in early January

• Comments now open (ISA web-based version)
• Annual Review and Comment period opens summer 2022 (2023 ISA Reference Edition)

• To comment, create an account at www.healthit.gov/ISA
• Click “log in” at top right of screen. 
• Click top-center tab to “create new account,” fill in account details, and complete captcha to 

submit request. 
• ISA team will approve your user account and you’ll get an email confirming your account. 
• Navigate to comment on individual ISA pages or submit consolidated comments at the ISA 

introduction page. 

• Can be added to an RSS feed for real-time updates
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http://www.healthit.gov/ISA


Questions? 
Andrew.Hayden@hhs.gov

Find the ISA at:
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/

https://www.healthit.gov/isa/
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