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Agenda 

• Introductions

• ISA Basics 

• New/Future Functionality Highlight

• Process/Timelines

• 2018 Comments Overview 

• Panel Discussion

» Interoperability Standards Priorities Task Force Update

» American Clinical Laboratory Association White Paper 

• Q&A 
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What is the ISA?

• A single, public list of the standards and implementation specifications 
that can best be used to address specific interoperability needs. 

• Reflects the results of ongoing dialogue, debate, and consensus 
among industry stakeholders. 

• Documents known limitations, preconditions, and dependencies as 
well as other helpful information.

• Serves as an informational resource, is non-binding and does not 
create or confer any rights or obligations for or on any person or 
entity. 

• Available at www.healthit.gov/ISA
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http://www.healthit.gov/ISA


How is the ISA be used?

• Stakeholders who administer government and non-governmental 
procurements, testing, certification or grant programs to look first to 
the ISA to meet their interoperability needs.  

• Developers of health IT to look first to the ISA for available and 
appropriate standards/implementers specifications to support 
interoperability efforts. 

• Implementers and users of health IT products to ensure purchased 
products include standards that support their specific 
interoperability needs

• The ISA and their associated informative characteristics are also 
available to help more fully inform policy and implementation 
efforts, including limitations, dependencies or preconditions for use. 
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High Level ISA Structure

• Introduction
• Section I: Vocabulary/Code Set/Terminology
• Section II: Content and Structure
• Section III: Services
• Section IV: Models and Profiles
• Section V: Administrative 

» Under each section, there are Subsections with numerous 
Interoperability Needs

» Specific standards and implementation specifications 
support each Interoperability Need
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ISA Content

• Characteristics and other helpful information for each standard and 
implementation specification listed for each interoperability need
» Standards Process Maturity 
» Implementation Maturity 
» Adoption Level 
» Federally Required
» Cost 
» Test Tools 
» Limitations, Dependencies, Preconditions and Other Qualifying Information
» Applicable Value Set(s) and Starter Set(s) and Security Patterns

• Appendixes for “Sources for Privacy and Security Standards” and 
Educational / Informational Resources
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ISA Advanced Search Functionality
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ISA Advanced Search Functionality
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ISA Advanced Search Functionality
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ISA Advanced Search Functionality
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ISA Updates – RSS Feed 
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ISA Updates – RSS Feed 
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Preview: Specialty Care and Settings Views
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Ongoing Process

• The web-based version of the ISA is updated 
frequently throughout the year, as new comments 
from stakeholders come in or as changes occur, with a 
call for review and comments in late Summer 
timeframe

• ONC publishes a static “Reference Edition” of the ISA 
(PDF) each December that can be referenced in 
contracts, agreements, or as otherwise needed with 
certainty that the information will not change. 
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https://www.healthit.gov/isa/
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/sites/default/files/2018%20ISA%20Reference%20Edition.pdf


Timeline

• The annual ISA review and comment period closed October 1. 

• ONC staff reviewing comments and updating the ISA. The 2019 Reference 
Edition to be published by end of 2018. 

• Comments open again in early January, with a late Summer/early Fall timeline 
for 2019 Annual Review and Comment period. 

• To comment, create an account at www.healthit.gov/ISA

» Click “log in” at top right of screen. 

» Click top-center tab to “create new account”, fill in account details, and complete 
captcha to submit request. 

» ISA team will approve your user account (usually in just a few hours), and you’ll get 
an email confirming your account. 

» Navigate to comment on individual ISA pages, or submit consolidated comments at 
the ISA introduction page. 
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http://www.healthit.gov/ISA


2018 Comments Overview

• ISA review and comment period: 7/31-10/1

• 74 comments posted on individual ISA pages, including 21 
“consolidated” comment letters

» 320 recommendations from the letters

» 397 total recommendations to address

» More than 40 organizations/individuals 

• Work happening now to finalize updates for 2019 Reference Edition.
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Panel Discussion
Steven Lane, MD, MPH, FAAFP
Co-Chair, ISP Task Force 
ONC HIT Advisory Committee

Tom Sparkman
Vice President, Government Relations
ACLA 



Interoperability Standards Priorities Task Force Charge 

• Overarching Charge: To make recommendations on priority uses of health 
information technology and the associated standards and implementation 
specifications that support such uses. 

• Specific Charge: The ISP Task Force will:

1.Make recommendations on the following: 

– Priority uses of health IT (consistent with the Cures Act’s identified priorities);

– The standards and implementation specifications that best support or may need to be 
developed for each identified priority; and

– Subsequent steps for industry and government action.  

2.Publish a report summarizing its findings.
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Priority Uses – Task Force Survey Results

Topic Rank Total 
Points

Orders & Results 1 39
Medication/Pharmacy Data 2 29

Evidence-Based Care for 
Common Chronic Conditions

3 28

Closed Loop Referrals 4 25

Other 5 23
Social Determinants of Health 6 15

Cost Transparency 7 12
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Footnotes: 1. Voting as of 8/29/18
2. Voting was weighted as follows:
Rank of 1 = 5pts, Rank of 2 = 3pts, Rank of 3 = 1pt



ACLA – Best Practice Recommendation 

https://www.acla.com/acla-best-practice-recommendation-for-administrative-and-clinical-patient-gender-
used-for-laboratory-testing-and-reporting/
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https://www.acla.com/acla-best-practice-recommendation-for-administrative-and-clinical-patient-gender-used-for-laboratory-testing-and-reporting/


Brett.Andriesen@hhs.gov

Questions? 

@ONC_HealthIT @HHSONC

http://www.healthit.gov
https://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC
https://twitter.com/ONC_HealthIT
mailto:Brett.Andriesen@hhs.gov
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